May 23, 1990

Ms., Terry Galiagher, President
Board of Educatlon

Wlimette Public Se¢hools
Wilmette, Il. 60091

Dear Ms. Gallagher,

On Thursday evening, May 17, the CRC subcommittees presented their
reports to the entire committee. Mlinor additlions, deletlons, and
corrections were made resulting in the documents presented at this time.

The Local District Program Plan Subcommittee added the sections tltled,
"Student Academically Related Sklils' and “Assessment of Student
Academically Relatea Skills." These areas were largely undeveloped In
the previous Program Plan, having first been stated as General Objectlves
In the 1988 major revision. Other minor changes in wording and grammar
were made, and the demographic Information has been updated.

It has peen the project of the contlnulng Student Academically Related
Skills subcommittee to attempt to cefline, quantlfy, and report obgervable
teaching practices which relate to successfu! student development In each
of the four areas which had been newly developed durlng the 1988
revision, nameiy: Critical Thinking Skl!ls, Responsiblllity Education,
Learning Styles Development, and Promotion of a healthy Self-Esteem for
each student. The subccmmittee has gathered data from dlfferent sources
and has presented thls information in four separate reports, each
containing an introduction and cefinition to the toplc, an extensive
summary of successful, "“trled-and-true" teaching practlices for each area,
and & blblliography in each category. Also inclyded are the two forms
used to give feedback to the teaching staff and to interview {ndividual
teachers who had voiunteerec to particlipate. Additlonally, this
commlttee has put together a file of articlies and referenceg which were
found to be especially useful in writing each report. It s the
recommendation of thls committee that these flies be kept available to
teachers In the ESC as well as in all flve school bulldings in the
District. Aadlitlonally, It |8 recommended that the Board look 1nto the
amount of student/teacher one-on-cne time whlich 1s inherent in providing
for each of these areas with an eye toward schedullng regular time In the
teaching schedule for these pursuits, as they relate to the overall
egucational goals for each stugent.



" The Recreation Subcommittee investlgated the avallaplilty and varlety of
several l3sues relevant to the Junlor High communlty and the use of
extra-curcicular activities. Areas lpnvestl!gateq were: "schocl teams',
school "clubs', the Interfaclng petween the Park District and the Junior
Hign, the Involvement of other organizations such as PTA, and the
Coalltlon, and the use of a survey asking students and parents what
actlvities, if any, each group wouid ilke o see developed.
Recommenacations Inclugea the forming of a committee represented by the
PTA, District 39, the Park District, the Coalltion, and Haven to work

“together to develop a moere coerdlnated after-schootl program for Junlor
Bigh students. Further, this subcommlttee recommended that the Park
Dlstrlict cevelop severa! new classes for Junior High aged youth, It was
also concluded that WJHS establish an *open gym" program cne or two days
per week after school to provide the opportunlty for students to
participate in a wider variety of sports actlvities. Recommnendatlons
also lnciuced some changes in the structure of T.G.I.F. as well as In the
‘crganlzation of the “school teams* which are currently run by the Park
District,

The Subcommlittee on "Fithess Awareness" reviewed the current "fltness
craze" in relation to the country’s chiidren and conciuded that although
more attention is being given to fitness in the adult ¢community, our
chiidren are more unfit tcaay than in the past. Thls subcommittee
studled the curriculum of District 39 and reported that this District’s
curriculum provides many opportunities for fitness awareness in many
dlfferent aspects of the currlculum. Thls subcommittee aiso distributed
a parent gquestionnalre regarding famliy fltness practices. Also
discussed In thls report were two natlonally recognized fltness programs,
anag this subcommittee recognizec the "Fltnessgram" as a
"arate-of-the-art" youth program which lnciudes a testing and reporting
system as a means of providing meaningful feedback to students, teachers,
and parents. Recommendatlons included District 39 further exploring the
use of the *ritnessgram" program developed by the Institute for Aeroblc
Research. It was also recommended that the Park ‘Dlstrict and the schools
work tegether to cevelop more famlly orlented fitness activitles., Qther
recommenaations [ncluded in-servicling for teachers, re-evaluation of the
Kneer report recommendations, and Investlgation of Intramurat activities.

The Regular Education Initiative subcommittee proviged much background
and general information in the initia! part of thelr presentation. These
sectlons inciuded definitions of terms, a historica! review of .the
cgevelopment of speclal eaucation programs in the District, a review of
the llterature related to the topic, and current practices regarding REI

in District 39. Using this background lnformatlion, this subcommlittee
“contlnued by collecting feeapack regarding REI from adgminlistrators and
teachers, complling a tist of concerns, and conclusions and
recommendatlons. Many parts of thls report address the ratlionale behlnd
REI and suggest apprcaches being used whlch enable REI to reach a high
fevel of success in any schoo! system. Recommendatlons Inciude further
study of three mogeis and guidelines recent!y developed regarding the REI
movement nationwide,



In closing, I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to the
harga-worklng, selif-motivated, and extremely competent commlttee memhers
who have served on CRC this school year, It has been a pleasure
exploring the varlous educational lssues and questlons.

Additlonally, I want to convey my appreclatlon to the Board for
supporting, encouraglng, ang respecting the Community Review Committee.
Your wlillngness to engage In open communlty involvement is truly
reinforcing.

-Lastly, CRC has greatly benefited from the asslstance of Dr. Gussner, Dr.
Mlkae!lan, and members of the teaching faculty and other aamlnistrative
representatives who have aaded thelc expertlse at many Junctures durlng
the year as we pursued our various |nvestigatlons. Thanks, too, to Kathy
Owen, for patience and fortituge throughout the year.

It has been a fulfliillng anag productive year for our committee. Through
- the opportunlty of CRC, we as commlttee members have been able to
continue our journey in learning and growth.

Sincerely,

‘Georgia Bozeday

Chalirperson, Community Review Comml{tee



